
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 19 March 2015] 

 p1882c-1884a 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr Colin Barnett; Speaker; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Peter Watson; Mrs Michelle Roberts 

STATE FINANCES — BUDGET SURPLUS — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 
192. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge students from Dale Christian School in the member for Armadale’s 
electorate, who are in the public gallery. 
I refer to the Premier’s comment on radio this morning when he stated, “I have never lied to the public in 
25 years in politics.” When the Premier said in 2009, “I’m not going to lead a government that goes into deficit, 
I can tell you that right now. Governments I lead will have surpluses”, is that statement still correct? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
What a silly question! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For goodness sake. Tell us about your conversation with Noel Crichton-Browne. Was that 
a lie? That was a lie. When the Leader of the Opposition said, “I didn’t contact Noel Crichton-Browne; he 
contacted me” — 

Point of Order 
Mr B.S. WYATT: My question was very simple. It was simply whether the statement made by the Premier in 
2009 is still correct. I ask you, Mr Speaker, to draw the Premier back to a very simple question. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member asked me about a lie. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I asked you whether that was true or not. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am going to answer. If the member wants to get into a semantic battle or debate, it comes 
down to what is a lie. An example of what is a lie would be an example perhaps by the Leader of the Opposition 
when he had a meeting with Noel Crichton-Browne to presumably get dirt on — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: If anybody is going to call somebody a liar in here, they will be called to order. That applies 
now to both sides. I am trying to keep this on an even keel. Please answer the question. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will take your guidance. 
I was using an example of what might be described as a lie. If a scenario with the Leader of the Opposition as an 
example — 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have a point of order. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Forrestfield, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Joondalup, I call you 
to order for the first time. 
Mr P.B. Watson: I have a point of order. 
The SPEAKER: I am dealing with a point of order. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The question was very specific. It related to a statement the Premier made that he would 
lead a government that had surpluses for its duration. It was not about anything else. Is that statement still an 
element of government policy? 
The SPEAKER: That is not really a point of order. The Premier — 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, it is a point of order on the question of relevance. The standing orders make it 
plain; relevance, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. I will deal with that point of order. I understood the Premier to be leading into the 
answer. He will come to the answer. The member for Albany also has a point of order. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: When you were on your feet, Mr Speaker, and called the member for Forrestfield to order, 
he continued to talk. I have always thought under standing orders when the Speaker is on his feet, no-one is 
allowed to talk. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you for that reminder. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: The question related to leading a government to deficit and whether that was a truthful 
statement or an untruthful statement. I will be very brief. In answering the question, it relates to — 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Is it true or not? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Exactly—is it true or not? I just used the example of the Leader of the Opposition because 
he caught my eye. It was a long time ago; it is ancient history, I suppose, but when he met with  
Noel Crichton-Browne at the Blue Duck in Cottesloe, I was opposition leader at the time — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: How is that relevant? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Because it is about truth. 
It was reported in the media that it had been Noel Crichton-Browne who sought to meet with the Leader of the 
Opposition, the member for Rockingham. It came out later that it was not—it was the other way around! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I have heard enough now about that little story. Can you move on, please. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have finished my story. I think everyone probably remembers it quite well. 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, you asked the Premier to finish that story. He has said no; I am going to 
finish my story. That is in direct contravention to the Speaker’s authority. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, that is not what I heard. I heard that he had finished his story. Can you 
answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will make a point about what is the truth and what is not the truth. If an answer is given 
that is deliberately untrue, I think that might qualify that word we are not going to use! If a statement of intent or 
principle is made and things do not work out that way, that is not lying; that is not deliberately misleading at the 
time. There is a significant difference. Yes, we have a deficit this year because we have seen $3.7 billion in GST 
taken off us. It has never happened in the nation before. We have seen iron ore prices fall down to about 
40 per cent of what they were. That does mean that under no circumstance or situation can a deficit for this year 
be avoided. That does not make me a liar. 
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